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Preliminaries 

 

Ngram Viewer? 

 

Wordle? 

 

Voyant? 
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“Distant Reading” 

  

 “. . . a new object of  study: instead 

of  concrete, individual works, a trio 

of  artificial constructs – graphs, 

maps, and trees – in which the 

reality of  the text undergoes a 

process of  deliberate reduction and 

abstraction. „Distant reading,‟ I have 

once called this type of  approach; 

where distance is however not an 

obstacle, but a specific form of  

knowledge: fewer elements, hence a 

sharper sense of  their overall 

connection. Shapes, relations, 

structures. Forms. Models.” 
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Visualization Techniques 

1. Mind Maps (MindView, FreeMind, XMind) 

 

2. Topological Maps (Visio) 

 

3. Graphs (Excel, Ngram) 

 

4. Word Clouds (Wordle, Voyant) 
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Mind Maps 
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Topological Maps 
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Graphs 
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Graphs 
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Graphs 
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Enlightenment Word Clouds 
1770-1806   1845-1849 
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Wordle 
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Voyant (Voyeur Tools) 
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Word Clouds 
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Word Clouds 
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Word Clouds 
Nietzsche    Kant 
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Network Analysis 

  

 

 A social network is a social structure made up 

of  individuals (or organizations) called 

"nodes", which are tied (connected) by one or 

more specific types of  interdependency, such 

as friendship, kinship, common interest, 

financial exchange, dislike, sexual 

relationships, or relationships of  beliefs, 

knowledge or prestige. 

 Social network analysis (SNA) views social 

relationships in terms of  network theory 

consisting of  nodes and ties (also called edges, 

links, or connections). Nodes are the individual 

actors within the networks, and ties are the 

relationships between the actors. The resulting 

graph-based structures are often very complex. 

There can be many kinds of  ties between the 

nodes.. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_structure
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interdependency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_relationship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_relationship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Network_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Node_(computer_science)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graph_(mathematics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Complex_network


Character Networks 
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Franco Moretti, “Network Theory, Plot Analysis,” Stanford Literary Lab 

Pamphlet 2, http://litlab.stanford.edu/LiteraryLabPamphlet2A.Text.pdf 
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Franco Moretti, “Network Theory, Plot Analysis,” Stanford Literary Lab 

Pamphlet 2, http://litlab.stanford.edu/LiteraryLabPamphlet2A.Text.pdf 
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Edge List 
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Gephi 
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How Topic Modeling Works 
 Source: Steyvers and Griffiths, “Probabilistic Topic Models” (2007) 
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What is a Topic? 
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Generation of  Topics through Statistical 

Inference 

24 



 

 

The Proof  is in the Pudding 
 Source: David Blei, “Introduction to Probabilistic Topic Models (http://www.cs.princeton.edu/~blei/papers/Blei2011.pdf)  
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The Mallet Interface 
Source: David Mimno (http://mallet.cs.umass.edu/mallet-tutorial.pdf) 
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The Humanist Interface 
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Topic Words 
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Two Kinds of  Love 

Topic 7: 

 spirit, soul, life, world, 

nature, love, light, 

power, earth, spirit, 

life, eternal, time, 

truth, spirits, thoughts, 

senses, genius, longing, 

beauty 

 

Topic 10: 

 love, heart, love, never, 

happy, heart, 

happiness, no, love, 

life, alone, leave, loved, 

woman/wife, hand, 

friend, eternal, 

friendship, why, soul 
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Topic Words in Context 
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